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Johnson, Maria C.

From: Pomeranz, Jeff A.
Subject:  8-6-2021 Council Communications - 276

 
 

From: Pomeranz, Jeff A. <J.Pomeranz@cedar-rapids.org>  
Sent: Friday, August 6, 2021 5:26 PM 
To: City Council <CityCouncil@cedar-rapids.org> 
Subject: 8-6-2021 Council Communications - 276 
 
8-6-2021 Council Communications Topics: 
 

 August 2021 Our CR 
 Facebook Streaming of City Council Meetings 
 Federal Lobbyist Contract 
 EPA to Begin PFAS Sampling at WPC Next Week 
 Derecho Art Project 
 Change Order – Shaver Road Project 
 Tower Terrace Road 
 MOU with Cargill  
 FCS Design Contract with Stanley  
 Cedar Lake and Department of Natural Resources   
 Visual Arts Master Plan 
 Citizen Review Board Ride-alongs Suspended 

 

August 2021 Our CR  
The August issue of the Our CR magazine will begin arriving in mailboxes next week. This issue is titled “Paving for 
Progress: Improving our roads; transforming our community” and features the Paving for Progress program, providing in 
depth information about the program’s success, strategy, and outlook for the future. The issue also contains Parks & 
Recreation Fall PLAY! Guide. A digital copy of the issue is available for viewing here: 
https://issuu.com/cityofcedarrapids/docs/our_cr_august_2021_web. 

Facebook Streaming of City Council Meetings 
The City has contracted with Pro Video to stream City Council meetings to the City Facebook page.  This will include 
special and regular City Council meetings as well as the following Council Committee meetings: Development 
Committee, Finance & Administrative Services Committee, Flood Control System Committee, Infrastructure Committee, 
and Public Safety & Youth Services.  Streaming of Council meetings is an effective way to connect citizens with city 
government and is even more important with the ongoing COVID-19 Delta variant public health issue to allow citizens an 
alternative to attending meetings in person. 

Federal Lobbyist Contract 
With the loss of the City’s Federal Lobbyist, Senator Dave Karnes last year, the City has been without federal lobbying 
services since early 2021. The resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a professional services agreement 
with Cornerstone for federal government relations services will appear on Tuesday’s City Council agenda.  Cornerstone is 
a full-service, bipartisan consulting firm, specializing in federal and state government relations and lobbying, public 
affairs, strategic communications and business advisory services.  They have a long and successful track record in 
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assisting local governments and municipalities with their public policy and advocacy efforts before the U.S. Congress, 
Presidential Administration, and federal agencies, as well as success in impacting legislation, securing and advancing 
policy authorizations, creating communications platforms, and building relationships with federal stakeholders.  While 
the City will receive services from the entire Cornerstone organization, this is the core team assigned to the City, along 
with their biographies: 

 David Adelman- https://cgagroup.com/people/david-adelman/ 
 Matt Hinch- https://cgagroup.com/people/matt-hinch/ 
 Jim Richards- https://cgagroup.com/people/jim-richards/ 
 Katelyn Bunning- https://cgagroup.com/people/katelyn-bunning/ 
 Mike Goodman- https://cgagroup.com/people/mike-goodman/ 
 Eric Tober- https://cgagroup.com/people/eric-tober/ 
 Lydia Verheggen- https://cgagroup.com/people/lydia-verheggen/ 
 Maggie Linden - https://cgagroup.com/people/maggie-linden/ 

  
The estimated contract amount is for $120,000 for a one-year period ending in July 2022.  As you may recall, our 
previous federal lobbyist, Senator Dave Karnes, was instrumental in the City’s success in receiving $117 million for flood 
protection.  Cornerstone may assist the City in the coming year with grants such as Edward Byrne Memorial Justice 
Assistance Grant, Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Program, and Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental Funding, 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant, and Urban Search & Rescue grant funding.  Cornerstone will also lobby Congress to 
move forward with the Build America’s Libraries Act which includes $5 billion in funding for library construction and 
renovation.  Further, they will lobby for water/wastewater funding through the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Waters of the United States. They will also assist us with the recently passed Infrastructure bill opportunities and the 
earmarks process.  Cornerstone offers grant monitoring services across a broad and diverse set of industry sectors and 
will provide the City a weekly update on targeted federal funding opportunities. We believe Cornerstone will help 
leverage the City’s interests and provide opportunities in the best interest of our community.  

EPA to Begin PFAS Sampling at WPC Next Week 
Thanks to the unique design and various treatment components within our Water Pollution Control Facility (WPC), an 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) study is underway at WPC. The sampling component of this program will begin 
in earnest next week. The study will test for Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS), a group of man-made chemicals 
manufactured and used in a variety of industries around the globe, including the United States since the 1940s. There is 
growing attention to these substances since they break down very slowly and can accumulate over time in humans, 
animals and the environment. There is evidence that exposure to PFAS can lead to adverse human health effects. Learn 
more from the EPA here. 
 
WPC is representative of many wastewater plants across the country. Results from this study will influence how our 
facility, and many others, can manage PFAS waste. The work will inform EPA’s research efforts to better understand the 
best ways to destroy PFAS-contaminated waste. Sampling will wrap up by Fall 2021, with results from the study 
expected to be published no sooner than Spring 2022. Both EPA and WPC staff will be following protocols to protect the 
health and safety of employees from COVID-19, including proper personal protective equipment and social distancing 
measures. The Cedar Rapids Utilities Department is also the sponsor utility of a Water Research Foundation study where 
PFAS destruction will be similarly tested, with results expected by the end of next year. These studies may ultimately 
benefit capital improvement projects planned for WPC, meant to modernize the facility and improve nutrient reduction 
as part of the overall treatment. 

Derecho Art Project 
City staff and mental health partners in our community are inviting residents to join with friends, family, and neighbors 
for a special art event that brings together creativity and mental health awareness. Through a series of drop-in events 
that will be held later this month, residents can participate in a simple art project together and share memories, 
reflections, and emotions tied to the August 10, 2020 derecho. If desired, residents can also speak with representatives 
from local nonprofits, who will have counselors on hand to speak informally with residents or answer any questions 
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about mental health resources available in the community. Community members can participate with a group or 
individually, and will be given the opportunity to paint a design of their choosing on a circular slice of wood recovered 
from trees lost in the derecho. Residents can take their artwork home; the wood, paintbrushes, and paint will be 
provided free of charge. No registration is required, residents can stop by anytime for conversation or to participate in 
the art project. There are multiple dates/times these opportunities will be held. The full list will be published on the 
City’s website once finalized.  

Change Order – Shaver Road Project 
On the August 10 Council agenda is a change order in the amount of $647,850 regarding the Shaver Road bridge flood 
control project, being done by Boomerang.  About two-thirds of this change is for additional and necessary work that 
was not originally bid, due to the accelerated schedule to precede US Army Corps of Engineers construction. Most of this 
extra work is associated with the sanitary sewer interface with the FCS (anti-buoyancy concrete encasement and two 
shut off valves).  Other extra work is associated with upgraded aesthetics and placement of rock rip-rap.  About one-
third of the change is a negotiated settlement for extended project duration due in large part to long lead times for the 
materials that were added to the project.  Two construction contracts are currently active on site with Boomerang with 
an approximate bid value of $8.7 million.  Overall this change represents about 7.5% of the total project 
work.  Construction completion is scheduled for 2022.  

Tower Terrace Road 
As Council continues to see items on upcoming agendas related to the Tower Terrace Road project, we wanted to 
provide a brief summary to highlight a few segments in various stages of development. For background, the Tower 
Terrace Road project is a joint effort between the Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization, Linn County, and the 
cities of Cedar Rapids, Hiawatha, Robins, and Marion. Planned for decades, it has been included in the Corridor 
Management Plan since 2010. The project stretches from US Interstate 380 to US Highway 13, and is intended to serve 
as an additional arterial roadway to mimic the use of Boyson Road and Blairs Ferry Road, generating growth and 
development for the northern side of the metro area. Each jurisdiction has segments they are committed to completing, 
with design and construction a collaborative effort.  
 
Some specific updates include:  
 

- Later this month, the Iowa DOT, in conjunction with the cities of Cedar Rapids and Hiawatha, will receive bids for 
the construction of the Tower Terrace Road interchange at US Interstate 380.  The project involves complete 
demolition of the existing overpass and construction of a diverging diamond interchange and associated 
roadway improvements between Miller Road and N. Center Point Road.  The entire project will require two 
construction seasons to complete. 

- Project development continues in coordination with the City of Marion on the segment of Tower Terrace Road 
between C Avenue NE and Alburnett Road.  Right-of-way acquisition is currently underway and the construction 
of the first of several phases is expected to begin later this year.  Additional phases will follow, with construction 
completion expected in 2024. 

- The Corridor MPO, in partnership with the cities of Cedar Rapids, Hiawatha, Robins, Marion, and Linn County, 
has applied for a federal RAISE grant to accelerate the development of the remaining segments of Tower Terrace 
Road between N. Center Point Road and US Highway 13.  The outcome of the grant application is anticipated to 
be reported later this fall. 

MOU with Cargill  
The August 10 City Council meeting has a consent item approving a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Cargill 
to share in necessary costs of flood control items, which are not covered in the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
project.  These non-covered costs are approximately $16 million to $20 million, and include site specific upgrades 
requested by Cargill, including their ground water well system outside the footprint of the flood control system 
project.  Also included are items that USACE doesn’t cover throughout the FCS system, such as utility relocates, pump 
station upsizing and removal of contaminated soil.   
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FCS Design Contract with Stanley  
The August 10 City Council meeting has a consent item approving a $4,815,000 amendment with Stanley Consultants, 
Inc. for its East Side Cedar River Flood Control System contract.  Due to complexity and nature of the long-term project, 
the design contracts were intended to be amended on an annual basis to add scope reflective of fiscal year priorities and 
work plans.  This Amendment No. 16 covers the FY2022 work plan, with major items including design work for the 
McLoud Run floodwall, downtown floodwalls, Tree of Five Seasons Park, and storm sewer improvements along 10th 
Street SE and Hull Avenue, along with conceptual design work for the 5th Avenue Pump station and 12th Avenue gateway 
enhancements.  

Cedar Lake and Department of Natural Resources   
Work will begin soon on the Cedar Lake flood levee.  Last month, the City of Cedar Rapids approved a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) for a multi-phase approach in improving the 
water quality of Cedar Lake. The first phase of this approach is removing unsuitable fill under the proposed levee along 
the west edge of the lake and constructing this levee.  The project will also construct a new outfall channel to route 
water from the lake to the Cedar River.   The City Council agenda for August 10 has a consent item to approve this 
construction contract.   The City and the Iowa DNR have negotiated a cooperative funding agreement for an amount not 
to exceed $525,000 for the Cedar Lake Levee project. This is a crucial first step in protecting the lake and moving forward 
with any future lake rehabilitation projects. This funding agreement will be on an upcoming City Council agenda for 
approval.  Once the Cedar Lake Levee is complete, IDNR will consider participating in lake cleanup and dredging 
associated with the Connect CR project. 

Visual Arts Master Plan 
The Community Development Department, along with our consultants Cultural Planning Group, will be launching public 
outreach this month as part of the Visual Arts Master Plan.  The Visual Arts Master Plan will use input from residents and 
stakeholders to define a vision for the City’s public art program. The plan will develop a set of initiatives and an 
implementation plan to achieve these goals over the next 5-10 years. Public outreach will run from August 19-21, and 
will include an open house, a drop-in happy hour for more informal engagement, and several pop-up events, including 
one adjacent to the Downtown Farmer’s Market on August 21. An online survey will also be available for residents to 
provide feedback. More information on locations and times of events will be made public early next week.  

Citizen Review Board Ride-along Suspended 
Last week, the CDC issued new guidance to protect communities from the spread of the COVID-19 Delta variant. The 
CDC recommends those in an area of substantial or high transmission wear a mask indoors in public, whether vaccinated 
or unvaccinated. As of August 1, the Linn County area is coded as ‘red’ signifying a high level of community 
transmission.  To maximize protection from the Delta variant and prevent possibly spreading it to others, the City has 
decided to suspend ride-alongs with Police Officers until the level of community transmission decreases. The next Citizen 
Review Board meeting is still scheduled for in-person on August 19 with the requirement all attendees wear masks. The 
City will be offering board members a virtual option as well. 


